
       in collaboration with “I SHOT HIM BECAUSE I LOVED HIM, DAMN HIM” & 
Salon Oblique of Venice, California, cordially invite you and your guests to:

A GRAND OPENING AND CLOSING EVENT CELEBRATING THE FIERY  
SPIRIT OF MERIDIAN GALLERY’S EARLY OCCUPANT TESSIE WALL.

August 2nd, 2008 from 7 to 10 p.m.

       @ 535 Powell Street | San Francisco, CA  94108   415 398 7229

CONTACT Info@SalonOblique.com  | 310.266.6970

THE STORY
Please join us for an evening of specialties and eccentricities, art and conversation, and mingling with friends and 
strangers.  Wine and light snacks will be served.

Tessie Wall was one of San Francisco’s most beloved madams; a hard working, hard living and hard loving pistol 
packing business woman of the Old West.  Tessie’s lavish bordello was visited by some of the wealthiest business-
man and politicians in the state.   Upon entering her business, clients were greeted by elegantly dressed women 
offering wine and champagne.  The home itself was equally inviting and poshly furnished with antiques, plush red-
velvet sofas and armchairs.  Madam Wall’s parlor was recognized as one of the best in the city. Tessie would spend 
time with her guests, prior to their departure with a lady of their choosing.

During the late 1800’s to early 1900’s thousands of enthusiastic dreamers embarked on a 2,000-mile journey into 
the wide-open frontier of the United States in search of free land, gold, adventure, and a better life.  Although only 
a few women were numbered among the very first pioneers, those who did take the risk changed the face of the 
United States forever.  The western woman left the restrictions and conventions of her way of life behind and car-
ried the struggle of emancipation into areas sacred to the male.  These women competed in business and politics, 
bronco busting, smoking, drinking, gambling, and gun-toting.

Tessie was the belle of the annual San Francisco Policeman’s ball.  Even after she hunted down her husband 
Frank Daroux with a gun and shot him several times.  When asked why she did it she replied “I shot him because I 
loved him, damn him”.  He survived and never pressed charges.  Daroux, a Tenderloin boss had bought the lovely 



Second Empire Perine Mansion (now the Meridian Gallery site) for his bride Tessie Wall and they lived there for a 
time.    Remembered as a flamboyant, well-upholstered blond during an era when ample, slightly plump ladies were 
extremely popular, Tessie was a bighearted, high-living, ribald woman of Irish ancestry who became the best-known 
parlor house madam in the Golden Gate City between 1900 and 1917.

For years she would lead off the Grand March at the annual policeman’s ball beginning festivities by throwing a 
thousand dollar bill on the bar and yelling, “Drink that up boys!”.

GRAND OPENING 

The design office of “I SHOT HIM BECAUSE I LOVED HIM, DAMN HIM”  
along with their first offering: The Right2Dry project

CLOSING
Meridian’s current exhibition curated by Bay Area art historian Peter Selz featuring  
Kevan Jenson: smoke paintings, drawings and photograms and Bruce Hasson: works on paper 
All in a setting enhanced by Salon Oblique

ABOUT YOUR HOSTS

MERIDIAN GALLERY is a 20-year old non-profit exhibition and performance space located one block from Union Square 
in downtown San Francisco. The Meridian concept seeks redress for a lack of understanding of the arts and culture 
of the Americas and promotes the value of diversity in contemporary culture.  Meridian celebrates diversity through 
its personnel, the performances in its ten-year old monthly New Music series, and its twelve-year old year round 
youth program for high risk teenagers.  www.meridiangallery.org

“I SHOT HIM BECAUSE I LOVED HIM, DAMN HIM.” is a newly creating graphic design and communications firm with the mis-
sion of Changing Hearts, Minds, and Habits. Billed as “A Design Novelty” and located in the attic of the Meridian 
Gallery, the firm proactively conceptualizes and develops viral campaigns that have a purposeful and positive place 
in the world. I Shot Him is an adjunct firm of the San Francisco-based firm Words Pictures Ideas, and is dedicated 
exclusively to purpose-driven design. www.ishothim.com

SALON OBLIQUE: A private art gallery and consultancy located in Venice, California. We unearth cutting-edge art 
from area academies, underground collectives and our international network to feature in bi-monthly expositions. 
Exhibitions typically feature multiple artists whose work relates to a central theme. Besides contemporary paint-
ing, photography and video art, the Salon also focuses on sculptural and conceptual work. The juxtaposition of 
styles and media fuels discourse and encourages collectors and other aficionados to participate in a lively event.  
www.salonoblique.com
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